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From the Year 1 . to the Preſent Year 1763. 


w H E R E I N 


| The private Management, as well as the public T ranſ- 


actions of. that City are Clearly related. 


To WHICH. 18 ADDED, 


A Propoſal "WY a New SRT K the. Town; aH an ly _ 
Method of sETTLIN G MINISTERS within the Borough for” 
the future, fo as to prevent Animoſities and Heart- , 


burnings among the 2 8 


A Method for PAIN d the Town's DR BTS, BUILDING BRIDGES. 


and Cas T LES, both in the Air and Water, sETTLING a PooR's 
RATE, and. many other Fe Sc. Cc. Sc. 


— 


77 hen the de are in | authority, the people rejoice : but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. PRov. xxix. 2, 


Run ye to and fro through the ſrreets of Feruſalem, and ſee now and know, and 


ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that exe- 
culeth judgment, that ſeeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. JER. v. 1. 
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AD VER T ISEME N T. 


A many well-meaning 6 90 and Inhabitants of 

| Edinburgh have deſired the Publication of this 
little Treatiſe, it is here offered to the Public verbatim, f 
as it was firſt publiſhed j in the Year 1700. Several Ad- 


; ditions are indeed made; but theſe are thrown, by way — 

of Notes, at the Bottom of the Page. DV, od | 

Who the Author of this Performance was, we cannot | 

ſo much as conjecture : but he evidently appears to have 
been a plain, well-meaning Man,—As to the Authors of 

the Notes, (for more than one Hand have been concerned 
in them), they declare themſelves to be free from Pre- 

” judice againſt any particular Perſons now upon the T own- 


5 council: Vet, as none of them deſire either Places or Pen- : 


ions, they may be allowed to ſpeak their Sentiments freely, a 
And although there i is a large Field for rallying ſome of the 
preſent Governors, yet they have avoided all ſuch Occa- VF 

ſions; and only ſuggeſted a few Remarks, as they occurred, 1 
on the firſt reading of this Pamphlet, chuſing to leave the 
Application to the Reader s OWN Judgment. 
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SOME PRECAUTIONS 


| All that have any Vow or Influence in choline 
the M agiſtrates, Town-council, and Deacons 
of the City a; EDINBURGH. 


Aving ſome time ago accidentally had occaſion to fee a late printed 
Letter concerning the Magiſtracy of the City of G/a/gow, and the 
Management of its Common-good ; wherein there ſeems to be a very 

pPelüpKkẽbin and demonſtrative Diſcovery of ſeveral unaccountable Intrigues, 

through the whole Courſe of that Affair, ever ſince that City had the Grant 
and Power of a free Election of their Magiſtrates in the Year 1690 ; 1 was 
thereby prompted to make ſome Inquiry into thoſe Meaſures that have been 
taken upon the like Occaſions in Edinburgh, whoſe Example (whether good 
odr bad), as being the Metropolis or Head City of the Kingdom, muſt more, na- 
turally diffuſe the like Effect through the whole Body of the Royal Boroughs 4 
and ought therefore to be the more carefully looked after; becauſe a Gangrene 
in the Head brings always a,more ſpeedy and certain Ruin, than if 3 it were in 
ſome inferior and leſs noble Part of the Body, 

The Magiſtracy of Edinburgh, I find, las, in all Times, been fo much 
«courted, and ſo much Pains have Men taken to thruſt themſelves into it, that it 
would ſeem to carry W more along with it than a bare Title of Ho- 
Nour *. 
There is an excellent Conſtitution made by way of Decreet- arbitral, pro- 
nounced by King James VI. and other Judges-arbitrators, in the Year 1583, 
which not only determines Differences which then were amongſt Citizens about 
the Magiſtracy, but lays alſo down a plain and direct Method of Election, de- 
termines the Time of the Continuation of the Magiſtracy and Council, and ſeems 
to be ſo contrived, that at firſt Vicw one would think it impoſſible to contrive 
any thing that might elude the ln, or continue a Party or Faction upon 
the Council. 


Let this good. Conftitution did not continue long, when it was manifettly . 


the The Wer has been a wrongheaded Fellow. He 8 Begins with inſinuating, that Candidates 
ae the Magiſtracy of Edinburgh have a View to Penſions for themſelves, Places to their Re- 
lacions, and ſuch ſordid Motives, as well as to thoſe of Ambition. If it was ſo in theſe Days, 
how happy are we whoſe Affairs are under the Conduct of difintereſted public Spirit? 
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_ - Thereafter, from Michaehmas/ 1587 till Mithaehmas 1591, John Arnot is 
continued Provoſt, which is four Years ; and after that, from the Year 1592 


| laded By ambitious and ill-deſigning Men, who even at that Time, when every 
Article of it was freſh in Memory, the Arbitrators and Umpire, who framed - 
and pronounced it, being ſtill alive. In the Year 1587, Michael Gilbert, is a 

| ſecond Year Bailie ; whereas the Set is plain, that none ſhould be continued up- 
on the Council above two Years together, except by virtue of his Office: But 


being two Years Bailie by virtue of his Office, he muſt be a third Year upon 


till the Year 1608; they choſe Noblemen and Gentlemen * to be their Provoſts, 
when John Arnot, and afterwards Sir John Arnot, gets himſelf again thruſt in, and 


continues Provoſt till the 1615, Which is ſeven Years; ſo that the Affairs of 
the City were {till governed by one Faction or Set of Men; which at lengtn 
conveyed the Provoſtſhip to David Aikenhead, who was firſt choſen Provoſt 


in the Lear 1619, continued till 1620, was choſen again 1624; in the 1625, 


he yielded it to Sir Fohn Arnot, who was become an od Man; and next Year, 
1626, it is again devolved upon David Aitenlead, who continues then four 
Years Provoſt ; and, in the 1630, was thruſt out by Alexander Cart, who con- 
dtinued four Years; whereby David 4kenhead”s Patience was ſo Wearied by being 
ſo long out of Office , that he reſolves to ſacrifice the Town's Liberty and Free- 
dom of Election, rather than be kept any longer out of the Chair. He there- 


fore, at Michaelmas 1634, procures a Letter from the King to the then Magi- 


ſtrates and Council of Edinburgh, ordaining them to put David Aikenhead in 
the Leet to be Provoſt, and to put on the Leet to be Bailies, L/exander Speir, 
Archibald Tod, Edward Edgar, and Alexander Deniſton, and on the Leets of 
the Dean of Guild, to put on 70% Sinclair, and on the Treaſurer's Leet Da- 
vid Mackeal; and his Majeſty's Will was, that thoſe Perſons ſhould be made 
choice of, at the Time of Election, to the ſaid Places where they were leeted: 


Which accordingly was done; and David Aikenhead continued till Michaelmas 
1636, which was three Years. Afterwards it came by turns to ſeveral Hands 


until Michaelmas 1650; from which Time there was no Magiſtracy till March 
1652, becauſe of the Troubles of the Times, bat the Aﬀairs of the Town were 
governed by a Committee of the Neighbourhood, to the great Satisfaction of the _ 
Citizens. In the Years 1653 and 1654, there was no Election, but thoſe who 
were choſen at Michaelmas 1652 were continued without Election, by an Or» 
der of the Eng/zſh Council of State. At Michaelmas 1655, Andrew: Ram 


fo was choſen Provoſt, who. continued three Years ; at which Time the Coun- 
cil perceiving his grand Deſign of continuing himſelf in the Office, and that 


none were like to be brought upon the Council, but ſuch as ſhould have a _—_ 
rober 


dence upon him, thought fit to prevent ſuch Practices, by an Act made in O 
1658, wherein it was enacted, That, in all Time coming, the Provoſt, Dean 


n of Guild, and Treaſurer of this Burgh, ſhall not be eletted, or continued in 


1 * The Noblemen and Gentlemen here meant, are ſuch Perſons as did not commonly reſide in 
on. 55 rect fly e decal 
＋ No wonder, as four Years is too long a Period to lie idle, 7 
| 2 1 80 their 
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_ their reſpective Offi Ace. longer than one, or, at the moſt, tio Ted. together at one 
Dime; and that the Bailies of this Burgh, in al Ti ime hereafler, ſhall be one 
Fear Boilie, one Tear old Bailie, and one Year free of Office, and hall not 
be put in the Leets to be Bathes until thoſe Tears be paſſed. 
The Council reſting ſecure upon this Act, which they now oblioned a Part 
of their Conſtitution, in the Year 1662 do again chuſe Sir Andre Ramſay 
- to be Provoſt; who, in the Time of his two Years, gets a Council of his own 
Creatures again , and to make all ſure, reſcinds the Act made in October 1658, 
and continues himſelf Provoſt till the 1674d Year of God, which was twelve 
Years : So that not only the Neighbourhood, but his own Creatures and Council, 
growing weary of his Goverument, they rai ſed a Declarator, before the Lords 
of Seſſion, of the Town's Privileges ; the Event of which 'Procef was, That 
they decerned, that the ſaid Act 16 58 ſhould. be revived and further ſecured, 
and a conſiderable Penalty-and Oath adjected, to be taken by every Member of 
the Council upon the Day of Election: And accordingly. they made an Act in 
March 1673, ratifying and reviving the Act made in October 1658, and re- 
4 > Sir Aidrew's Act made in October 1664, declaring it void and null, and to 
be prejudicial and derogatory to the Laws and Acts of Parliament, and to che Set 
and Decreet-arbitral; and to the fundamental Liberty and Privileges of this Burgh; 
and ordains the whols Magiſtrates, Council, and Deacons of Crafts, to take an 
Oath for the inviolable Obſervation of the faid'A@ in all Time coming; and do, 
by their ſolemn Oath, n verbis de preſents, proteſt before almighty God, 


it that they ſhall obſerve this Act in all the Heads, Clauſes, and Articles thereof, 55 
inviolably, in all Time coming: Which Oath is adminiſtrate every Year before | 


they proceed to the Election; 5 and how well! it has en obſeryed, thall appear by 
and b 
The Affair af the Ele gion being again brought into its right Channel, it was 
not long ere thoſe in the Magiſtracy fell upon new Contrivances and Methods to 
_ elude all Laws and Conſtitutions that were made to prevent continuing of Men 
and Factions upon the Council; among many others, there was one which was 
to ſecure the Election of the Deacons of Crafts, which is the firſt Step of the 
Election, and all the ſubſequent Steps in electing the Council and Magiſtrates - 
bas a great Dependence upon that. The ancient Cuſtom is, That the Incor- 
porations give in fix Perſons in their Leets-to the Council, who, out of theſe ſix 
chuſe three who are returned'to the Incorporation, and they out of theſe three 
 chuſe their Deacon. This Cuſtom was founded upon the Set, which fays, That 
the Council ſhall call in before them-the ſeveral Deacons of Crafts, and inquire 
their Opinion and Fudgment of the beſt and worthieſt of their Crafts, and there- 
_ after tat leet three Perſons of the moſt diſcreet, godly, and qualified Perſons 
of every one of the ſaids fourteen Crafts. Notwithſtanding of which, the Ma- 
giſtrates, without regarding the Leets of {ix given in by the Incorporations, or- 
; dinarily would give out three which were not in the Incorporation's Leets, and 4 


* Which praclice has been i TI I inſomuch chat every Art is practiſed for that 
Purpoſe, and we have ſeen what they call a ſure Man on the Council four Years running. 
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or thoſe three, one ſhould be the Man whom the Provoſt deſigned &; the other 


two were either Town-penſioners, . Officers, or in ſome of the Hoſpitals, and 


ſometimes living in the Abbey for Debt; ſo that the Incorporations were forced 
to chuſe the Provoſt's Man: But not being able to lie long under this Oppreſſion, 
they raiſed a Declarator of that Privilege before the Lords of Seſſion, who deter- 
mined in their favours in the Year 1683. It was about this Time, that the King, 
by virtue of his abſolute Power, did by his Letter nominate the Proyoſts of 


Burghs-royal; and, amongſt others, thoſe of Edinburgh; So that they needed 
no Counſellors but ſuch as would comply with the Times; and by ſuch were the 
Town's Affairs and Common: good managed, till the Vear 1689; at which Time 


the popular Election ſet Things at right again, by electing Sir John Hall and 


others, who received the Town's Common- good, burdened (as I am credibly 


informed) with 760, ooo J. of Debt T. But it is very remarkable, that the 


Town's Common- good at M:chaelmas 1677, When Sir Francis Kinloch was 
made Provoſt, being juſt four Years after Sir Andre Ramſay went off, was in 


Debt only 400,000 J. or little more; which the ſaid Sir Francis cauſed to be 


marked in the Council-records, the ſeveral principal Sums in one Column, and | 


the Annualrent due upon them in another Column; and made an Act in Council, 
That, every Year at the Election of the Magiſtrates, the Town's Debts ſhould : 
be thus recorded, that every Set of Magiſtrates might ſee what they had bettered 


or worſed the Commnt- good by their Management. But this Was too good an 
Act to be kept in Practice; this might have been a Way to have a5 


ſed Emula- 
tion among the Magiſtrates, and then the Places had not been worth ſecking 


Alter; ; beſides, it opens a Window that every ſneaking Fellow of a Deacon can 
| look in, and count the Magiſtrates Mouth-bits. Yet this Debt was not increaſed 


for ſix Years thereafter : For at Michaelmas 168 35 when Sir George Drum 
20nd I came to be Provoſt, it was only 400,000 /. in Debt; but in the 1689, 


when Sir John Hall came to be Provoſt, it is found to be 760, 000 . 5 ſo chat i in 


five or ſix Years there is contracted of principal Sums-360,000 J. Y 
This was the Effect of the Nomination of Provoſts by the King, who Jane. 


leſs, they thought Would ſupport them and their Managements, ſince they were 
to ſacrifice the Town's Privileges, Common- good, and themſelves, Soul and 


Body, to his Intereſt, againſt all Deadly, upon Demand. —_ E 
Now the Management being put in good Hands by the popular Election, ic -. 


Was next to impoſſible but the Town mult thrive: And, indeed, if they had con- 
tinued 25 they began, it was pen but che Common mod had been in a flou- 


= Þ We have Reaſon to 20 thankful this practice is now | aboliſhed; the Trades 3 allowed 8 
give in a Leet of fix, which is ſhortened by the Council to three; but there is commonly little 
Choice left to the Corporation : Two of theſe being ſuch as they cannot well chuſe, they are con- 


firained to take the third Man, who is a Creature of the Council's, and for whom ſome Member or 
cther is to anſwer, that he will always vote right, being a pliable Man, who will take Advice. 


+ This mighty Sum of -7 60,0001. is Scots Money; which, our Readers are deſired to obſerve, 


makes only L. 63,333: 628 Sterling. 


\ + We ſuppoſe our Author had ſome Pique at Sir George, as he points fille out to be the In- 


_ Hrument of burthening the Town with 360,000 J. Scols ; whereas, perhaps, the Money might have 


been a laid out to great Advantage, either for the Honour or Intereſt of the Good Town, 


1iſhing 7 


riſning Condition by this Time. For the Magiſtrates and Council finding the Com- 
mon- good in ſuch a Condition, they reſolved to take all the frugal Methods ima- 
ginable; and for that End went very little to Taverns, except when the Affairs 
of che Town abſolutely required it, and frequently theſe little Charges were out 
of the Magiſtrates on Pockets *. But Sir 7% Hall, as he was frugal, ſo he 
was both Honeſt to the Town, and abundantly generous when the Town's Affairs 
called for it: For in four Years: after his being choſen Provoſt firſt, which was at 
Michaelmas 1693, there was not a Farthing Debt contracted; and if his Ad- 
vice had been taken, and Things had been managed as he intended, a good Part 
of the Town's Debt might have been paid by this Time: but as he was an 
entirely honeſt Man himſelf, ſo he believed every body to be as honeſt ; whereby 
ſome cunning Sycophants and ſelf-deſigning Men got themſelves eafily thruſt in 
upon his Council, who, by degrees, have brought it ſo about, that, at Michaelmias 
1696, the Town's Common-good was indebted upwards of 800,000 /. notwith- 
{tanding that they had received three Years of the two Pennies upon the Pint of 
Ale, which was ſet for about 48,000 J. per annum, which is 144,000 T.; fo that 
in three Years Time this 144, 000 J. and 40,000 J. of new-· contracted Debt is 
ſpent, or ſunk, which, in all, is 184, 0 7. ory 
I know to this it will be objected, That theſe firſt three Years were given for 
| bygone Annualrents and Expenſes in procuring of the Act of Parliament; and that 
it is well known; that this Act ſtood them 3000 J. Sterling Þ, which is 36,000 J.; 
and that there were conſiderable Annualrents owing, when that was procured. But 
allowing the 36,000 /. it is falſe that there were any Annualrents owing. For 
Sir John Hall, in his Anſwers to a Libel raiſed before the Privy Council againſt 
him and others, when he was choſen Provoſt a ſecond Time at Michae/mas 16y3, 
does poſitively affirm, That, ſince the Revolution, there had been no Money bor- 
rowed for Payment of Annualrents; but, on the contrary, ſome principal Sums 
had been paid; which, I think, ſhould not have been done, if any - Annualrents 
had been owing; and the enſuing. Seſſion of Parliament, which was ſoon after, 
granted the two Pennies upon the Pint. But the Seeds of Miſmanagement were 
ſoon ſown in the Council, after Sir 70% Hall demitted his Provoſt ſhip in the Year | 
1691: For being ſucceeded by Sir Archibald Mure, a Piece of Policy then took 
place, which was ſtolen from the Hiſtory of Sir Andrew Ramfay's Government; 
and, that Was, that he ſhould not have wiſer Magiſtrates than himſelf. And, in- 
deed, it were hard, if not impoſſible, in Edinburgh to find ſuch; but, I am ſure, 
better might have been had at the Time. The firſt good Thing done by the then = 
Council, was to elect a. Treaſurer that ſhould be a good caſy Man, and would not 
differ upon {mall Matters with the Provoſt, and a Man of Reputation and Con- 


This Practice of Magiſtrates contributing out of their own Pockets, was long ſince drummed 
+ Leſt our Readers ſhould be aſtoniſhed at this large Sum of 3000 J. Sterling, for the Expenſe 
of procuring an Act of Parliament, we muſt acquaint them, that the Practice was, in thoſe Days, to 
give Money to the leading Perſons in Parliament when any particular Act was wanted; and from an 
Account we haye ſeen, ſo much to the Chancellor, Oc. we dare ſay, this Sum was fairly expended - 
by the Town, 88 N 


| | ſcience; 


Book - Keeper choſen. But, behold, when the Books come to be balanced and gi- s 


— 


ſcience; and that he might not be in a Capacity to uſe any of the Town's Money 1 
upon his own Trade, during his Office, he muſt be one, that the beſt of his Trade 
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all his Days has been to ſell Two- penny Ale; a good Accountant who kept all his 
Accounts upon Nick-ſticks, and was ſure to balance his Accounts with Profit, 
when they come the length of a Score of Ale. But that the Council might be- 
heve him to be an excellent Accountant, he refuſes to accept, unleſs they would 
ordain the Town's Accounts to be kept after the Italian Manner, that the State 
of their Affairs might be always in View; which accordingly: was done, and a 


ven in to the Council, there is no Account of Caſh kept in theſe Books, neither a 


Caſh-· book; for which the Book-keeper anſwered, That he was not allowed to 


keep any ſuch Account by the Treaſurer; for he did not tell him when he recei- 
ved any Money, nor when he paid Annualrents, only the Accounts of quarterly 


Penſioners Salaries, Miniſters Stipends, and monthly Incidents were given in, and 
booked; Annualrents but once in the Year, and this was his Way of it: yet he was 


a very conſcientious Man, for he would truſt no Caſhier but himſelf, and would 
let none of it go to a wrong Uſe, or if it did by the CounciPs Order, that hge 


could not help ; but be fure it ſhould coſt the Knave that was to receive it ſome- 


thing. As for example, if an Epiſcopal Miniſter had gotten a Precept upon 


him, he thought ſuch a Miſereant would apply this tothe Prejudice of the Church, 
and therefore, before he ſhould have it, a Preſent muſt be made of: ſome conſider - 


able Piece of Plate or ſo. Or if a Maſon had ' wrought at any of the Town's 


public Works, and got an Act for his Account, he thinks it unreaſonable this 
Fellow ſhould have all his own Demands, ſeeing his Servants looſe: from their 


Work at Day-light going in the Winter Time, and yet will have as much Wa- 
ges as in the Summer: But the Fellow being a rugged, ill. natured Dog, tells him, 


he has wrought for it with the Sweat of his Brows, and therefore will be paid, or 


he will know wherefor; but {till the Treaſurer is not in Caſh all the Year o- 
ver, and therefore he muſt have Patience; till at length a Friend adviſes him to 


make ſome Preſent to the Treaſurer; and rather than he ſhould be wanting in 


that Piece of his Duty, which might make him lie out of his Money long enough, 


gives him a handſome Gun, well mounted, to preſent the Treaſurer with; which 
no ſooner is done, but he is an honeſt Man, and gets Payment of his Account. 


By this and ſome other ſuch like Machines, there is a Way paved for an ex- 
cellent Management; ſo that when Sir 7% n Hall comes to the Chair again in 


the Year 1693, he finds, although there had been yet no Debt contracted, by : 
reaſon that there were ſome of the good Managers ſtill upon the Council, all 


. theſe two Years: he was off, who were Checks upon thoſe that might have u- 


tended ill Things, yet he was like to find Things in a quite other Poſture than 
he left them: For Sir Archibald had, in the two Years of his Office, got a Tack 
of the foreign Cuſtoms and Exciſe, in name of the Royal Boroughs, at leaſt pre- 
tending to have a Commiſſion from them when he bade for it, which made Gentle- 
men that would have perhaps gone a greater Length lie off, ſo that he got a good 
enough Bargain: But the particular Boroughs having given no ſuch Inſtructions to 
their Commiſſioners, refuſed to hold; fo that it fell in Sir Arehibald's own Hand 185 


. 
is Partners. By this means Sir Archibald was in a Capacity to oblige his Friend 
upon the Council, and ſome of them reaped the Benefit of it. And at the ſame 
Time, he gets a Creature of his own to be made a Bailie, when Sir John was 
choſen Provoſt; an old renegade Journeyman-tailor, who once made a good 
Trade of ſoling Hoſe, but at length turned Pedlar, for there are many ſuch Shop- 
keepers as he, no better; fo that he was ſure, that although he ſhould not im- 
mediately ſucceed Sir 70%n; in caſe he ſhould outlive his two Years, yet he 
would have Party enough on the Council to come in if he pleaſed ſoon after: And 
provides at the fame” Time a good Treaſurer, a Man that could cypher well e. 
nough, having been ſome Years à Factor, but of mean Parentage, and far mean- 
er Education, and who in a few Years before, when he began to ſet up, was 
not in a Capacity to enter Burgeſs and Guild-brother both at the ſame Time. 
| Yet this honeſt Treaſurer found a Way to purchaſe a Lairdſhip in his two Years 
Trcaſurerſhip, without wronging the Good Town in a Sixpence ; but it was 
clear enough to the Auditor of his Accounts, that he had in Caſh of the Town's 
Money in his Hands for eighteen Months, at leaft the ſum of 30 or 40,000 J. at a 
Time when Money was a good Trade betwixt this and London; and with good 
Management at ſuch a Time, he was a Dunce if he could not make cent. per 
gent. upon it: And this was no Wrong done to the Town; for he paid the 


Tradeſmens Accounts of his Time, many of the Annualrents, and brought his 


Aecounts to a very narrow Balance, and left very few Reſts to ſeek in, and got 
a good Lairdſhip to boot; ſuch a Man deſerves to live. © © 
No the poor Town begins to ſuffer : For ſuch Men being brought into the 
Council by Sir Archibald's politic Management, in order to pave a Way for re- 
turning again into the Chair when he ſhould fee Occaſion, and there being fome 
| Honeſt Men upon the Council, who began to diſcover the Intrigue when it was 
too late, they raifed a Libel before the Lords of Privy Council, complaining 
of ſome Irregularities and wrong Steps made in the Election, contrary to the 
plain Meaning of the Set, which is their fundamental Conſtitution; and 
thereupon, after a full hearing of both Parties, the ſaid Lords declared the 
laſt Election void and null. Yet having the Treaſurer upon their Side, 
what could they not do? for the Town has always a good Purſe upon 
ſuch Occaſions. They procure a Letter from his Majeſty to the Lords to re- 
cCcConſider their Sentence, which accordingly was done; and the Election 1693 was 
ſuſtained. And now, all Things being ſecure, they by 55 15 8 dwindled thoſe 
Men out of the Council, who they thought would oppoſe their Deſigns, and 
_ racked their Wits ta find out fit Tools to put their Deſigns in Practice; ſome 
new come into the Town, who neither knew nor were known; another 
whole firſt Employment was to keep Corzvs, who at length came to the Honour 
ol being a Gentleman's Servant, wioſe Work was to wipe his Maſter's Boots 
and Shoes, and to carry his Cloak; but his Maſter being, a Man of public Em- 
ployment, he came to be getting now and then half a Merk, or a Merk- piece 
in Drink-money, whereby he made ſome ſmall Stock to merchandiſe with, and 
has acquired ſome Riches ; and therefore wanted nothing but a little Honour to 
make him great: Such a Man is fit to be a Bailie in Edinburgh, the * 
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tan * Capital city of the Kingdom. And another they bung from the 
Tanning- oe the Jeſt: port; this is a ſober well-meaning Man, and fit for 
a Bailie s Poſt, becauſe; he is a Couſin of Sir Arebibald's. And by this mean 
Sir Archibald ſecures his Buſineſs ſo, that although Sir Robert Gheifly intervenes 
betwixt Sir John Hall's: going off in the 1694 and Sir Arebibald's returning 
to the Chair in the 1696; yet it was not in Sir Robert's Power to hinder his 
making Way into the Chair again by a fair Vote in Council, although, at the 
ſame Time, a certain great Man made no ſmall Intereſt for George Home pr 
2 ſent Provoſt; notwithſtanding of which Sir Arc hibald's Party carried it x. 
And this Occaſion mult not be loſt, to get, if poſſible, another Tack of che 
' King's Cuſtoms, or ſome ſuch hing; for the great Politic now ſeems to be, 
to make uſe of the Magiſtracy as a Handle to twiſt themſelves into ſome public 
Tack or other; for the Management of the Town's Affairs muſt not take up a 
Man's whole Time, he has himſelf and Family to provide for; and a very lucky 
Occaſion offers: The Peace being concluded, the Tack granted about a Year be- 
fore of the Cuſtoms to George Home and others, falls by a particular Clauſe in 
the Tack; then a Convention of the Boroughs is called, and there it is agi- 
tated, that it were the Intereſt of the Royal Boroughs, to have the Tack in 
their Hinds, upon two Conſiderations. 1. That when it is either in Collection, 
- 0 Tack to any other body, the Merchants, who make up the Body of 
the Boroughs, are oppreſſed; but now they would be in a Condition to give Eaſe 
to their Neighbours. 2. It might and could hardly fail to be very profitable to 
the whole Boroughs that would be concerned to hold their Shares, in reſpect the 
Boroughs being a whole State of Parliament, it was not to be ſuppoſed, that 
the King would ſuffer them to be Loſers. However, the moſt Part of the Mem- 
bers did demur upon it, upon ſeveral Accounts. Some ſtuck at this, that they 


bad no Inſtruction from their Conſtituents; and this being a Matter of 


Conſequence, they could not meddle with it. Others, that their Borough lay 


mm conveniently, and they had no foreign Trade, ſo that they could not 


{ce through it. Others again, That the Boroughs being a State of Parliament, 
they did not think it very convenient, that a whole State of Parliament ſhould 
be concerned in any public Tack; but if any private Man, or particular 
Burgeſs had a mind to it, it was ine of the Boroughs Buſineſs. However, the: 
moſt leading Men were taken off by Aſſurance of beneficial Poſts, at the moſt . 
convenient Parts their Buſineſs lay at; only, thoſe that live about Edinburgh, 
| ſhould be continued Managers; and if any particular Borough did not incline to hold 
their Share, when their Commiſſioners returned, thoſe. concerned in the Manage- 
ment were to take it off their Hands, upon their refuſt ing to ſign a Formula, which 
was drawn up for that Purpoſe. And although it was propoſed by ſeveral Mem- 
bers, that they ſhould firſt receive Inſtructiqns from their reſpective Conſtituents, 
before RR ſhould venture to 18 it ant an Act, Jet the Caine * uin. 
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* Our Provolls now-a-days are wiſer hah Sir 4ribibala of i; for 8 of getting a Tack 


of the Revenue, they become Managers thereof, A. 1 Salaries”: We A 182 heretord call ſuch 
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Gurgh, although the Boroughs were ſitting in their own Burgh, did not think fit 
to take the Advice. of the Town · council &, who were their Conſtituents, in ſo im. 
poems an Affair: But the firſt News they hear of it is, that the Royal Boroughs 
had paſſed an Act, that the Cuſtoms ſhould be taken upon the public Riſk and 
Credit of the Boroughs 1 7 5 12 80 
The Town. council finding, that this would be of dangerous conſequence to the 
Tovrn, in reſpect, that if there was any Loſs, it would light heavy upon the 
Common -· good, and that if there was any Profit, it muſt be conſumed in paying 
extravagant Salaries, and go into private Mens Pockets; they refuſe poſitiveſy to 
be concerned, and the rather, becauſe their Commiſſioners in this Afſair had acted 
without Warrant, having no Inſtructions from them, and being frequently told, 
that it was convenient to call the Council before they ſhould do it, yet did not think 
fit to do ſo. Sir Archibald meeting with this Diſappointment in che Council, 
lays it aſide for ſome Days. But the Lords of the Treaſury hearing thereof, they 
refuſe to ſet the Tack to the Boroughs, unleſs the Town of Edinburgh be concern- 


ce, not thinking the Common-goods of thoſe Boroughs that would hold their 


Shares, Security for ſuch a Tack-dury. Upon which Sir Archibald did ſo ma- 
nage the Buſineſs by Promiſes of beneficial Places, as that he himſelf, the Dean of 
Guild Haliburton, and Bailie Menzzes, who repreſented the Burgh of Lochma- 
ben, ſhould be Managers of the Tack; the Treaſurer ſhould be conjun& ar Leith 
with Bailie Menzies, his Brother-in-law; George Lawſon, who was then a 

Counſellor, deſigned to ſucceed in the Treaſurer's Office to Samuel Maclellan, 
ſhould be Collector at Edrnburgh; and the Deacon-convener general Surveyor of 

the Waiters T: And taking Occaſion of ſome of the Members Abſence, who, he 
thought, would moſt vigorouſly oppoſe it, repreſents to the Council, that their 
refuſing to lend their Credit for the taking of this Tack, was like to diſappoint the 

Royal Boroughs in their Deſign; and of how dangerous Conſequence that might 
be to the Town, he could not tell; conſidering, that the Year before, at Perth, 

upon ſome conceived: Prejudice againſt the Town, they had heighted them from 

L.32:8:8 in the Tack-roll to 40 J.; and that ſtill it was in their Power to 
OT ꝓ ũ ⁰P Ra oma On oo . 

This, and many other ſuch Arguments, were uſed to the Members, both in pri- 
vate and in public, but yet they demurred; till, at length, the Provoſt and Bailie 


Our Author might have been informed, that it is below the Dignity of a Lord Provoſt to con- 
ſult with his Council; he is only to make ſure of the Convener, and two or three leading Men, 
give them a Dinner once a-week, at his Houſe, and a Fig for all the reſt ; they are not in the Plot, 
and can give no Diſturbance.—An Inſtance of this happened in April 1760: The Provoſt concerts a 
Scheme to aſſeſs the Inhabitants for bringing in a ſecond Pipe of Water; and, without conſulting any 
body, but his Convener, and ſome of his Minions, applies directly to Parliament for an Act to aſſeſs 
the Inhabitants in a Sum about 10,0007. Sterling. By the Diligence, however, of ſome of the Heri- 
tors of Edinburgh, this Scheme was happily defeated for the preſent. But his Lordſhip thinks theſe 
Perſons guilty of High Treaſon againſt the Town, although they offer to contribute a ſufficient Sum 
for this Purpoſe, in caſe the Town's Funds are not ſufficient for that End,  _ 
+ This Practice is continued to this Day: A late Treaſurer gets a Place; a public-ſpirited Con- 
vener overſees the Mint; a Dean of Guild muſt alſo have a Place, and is appointed Treaſurer to an 
Hoſpital; an old Bailie overſees the Ceſs; their Lordſhips the Provoſts taking care, at the ſame | 
Time, to provide for themſelves : And into ſuch happy Hands has our Lot fallen 
HEN — | 8 = Menzies 
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Menzies condeſcend, that the Town ſhall not run the Hazard of Loſs; and if 
they did but lend their Credit in this Aﬀair, they might be Gainers; but that 
they ſhould be bound to free them of Loſs. And accordingly a Paper was drawn 
up to that Effect, and ſigned and depoſitate in the Hands of Bailie Nairn; who, 
for ought I know, has it to this Day, and then the good Town condeſcends to 
hold: Yet conſiderable Attempts have been made ſince, when they found it like to 
be a profitable Tack, to get it out of the Town's Hands, as {hall be related in its 
own Place. Pn BO TO: J) on a fig. 40 te WONG 
= The Tack was then granted to the Royal Boroughs, and the Management put in 
1 the Hands of Sir Archibald Mure, Sir Fames Smollet, Bailie Menzies, Dean of 
| Guild Haliburton, Dovehill, &c.; the Poſts at the ſeveral Ports diſtributed amongſt 
| the leading Men of the Boroughs; and, if they could not gratify all, new Places 
t 5 and Salaries were invented: And this muſt be done to ſecure a Confirmation of 
1 the Tack and Managers Profits at the next general Convention at Aberdeen; for 
1 | they knew well, that any Act made by this Convention, mult be ſecured by a Ra- 
| tification of the annual Convention; and, by this Means, they got their Manage- 
ment ſecured to them for the whole Years of the Tack, at the ſaid general Conven- 
tion: And then what Places were to be diſpoſed of, they gratified their Friends 
| and Benefactors with them. XL / NOVI Ms 
i Sir Archibald's Time now drawing near that he muſt reſign his Government to 
a Succeflor at Michaelmas 1698, the grand Deſign then was, to ſecure the Suc- 
ceſſion to ſome of the Managers of the Tack, that they might have the better Op- 
portunity to make it either their own, or the Town's in caſe of Profit or Loſs. 
But what was like to mar all their Project was, that a certain great Man had a 
Friend to recommend to the Chair, v/z. George Home, who, they were afraid, 
would be no great Friend to the Buſineſs of the Tack, yet could not well refuſe 
that great Man, to put him in the Leet for Provoſt; and thought they might the 
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ii 5 eaſier do it, and with leſs Hazard, that they knew he had done ſuch another Piece 
. of Service to the Town the preceding Year, when he had the Tack of the Cu- 
=. ſtoms, which was this. There arrives in the Road of Leitb a Ship belonging to i 


SGlaſgos Merchants, loaded with Canary, which he perſuades them might be more 
profitably ſold at Leith and Edinburgh than in Holland, whither they were de- 
ſigned; but they being doubtful the Town would not allow them to ſell it, ſeeing 

they were not Freemen of the Burgh, he aſſures them, that, for a ſmall Matter to- 

l che Poor, they might have the Privilege, by making a Town's Offer; which ac- 
= - cordingly they did, and the Town: council gave their ordinary Deliverance upon 
' their Bill, which they uſe to do in fuch Caſes; which was this: That they allowed 
them to {ell it in Wholeſale to the Freemen of Edinburgh, not under the Price of · 
1 tered; and in reſpect, that, upon theſe Occaſions, there is ordinarily half- one per cent. 
78 to be paid to the Poor for this Privilege, which in fo valuable a Cargo would a- 

3 mount to a conſiderable Sum, the Council therefore modifies the Compoſition to 
= 15-4. Sterling, and ordains the Dean of Guild to exact no more. But this did not 

1 EN Hatisfy the Strangers, who, not knowing how Wholeſale might be interpreted, would 
| ___Not enter their Wine; but he again aſſures them, that if the Town-council would. 
0 Aà́ot allow it to be underſtood, that ſelling of ſingle Caſks, great or ſmall, as it came 
— — — — . 
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there, was ſelling in Wholeſale, he would procure an Act of the Privy Council 
explaining the Town - council's Deliverance: And accordingly, without ſpeaking 

to the Provoſt, or any other of the Members of the Town - council, he and bis 
Partners went to my Lord Chancellor and other Members of the Pri ivy Councll 
then in Town, and lays the Matter before bis Lordſhip; telling, withal, how pre- 
Judicial it would be to his Majeſty's Cuſtoms it ſuch a Cargo were ſuffered to be 
carried to Holland. Whereupon the Provolt is ſent for; and being interro- 
gate what the Town-council of Edinburgh did underſtand by Wholeſale? and 
ſeeing the Tackſmen of the Cuſtoms preſent, he underſtood preſently the De- 
ſign, and therefore gave his Anſwer, That he was but one Member of the 
Council, and could not preſume to give their Anſwer in any ſuch Matter. 
But being again aſked, what his own Opinion was, or what. was ordinarily under- 
| ſtood by Merchants by that Word? he told, that for the moſt part it was thought. 
to be a whole Cargo or Parcel of Goods belonging to one Man, or Company 
of Merchants in Copartnerſhip ; or, at leaſt, one Proprietor's Part of the Cargo, 

to one Company or one Man. But the Lords thought that too narrow, and were 
ok Opinion, that the ſelling of Wine in Caſk as it came home, yea, though a 

Quarter-pipe, was Wholeſale ; and that the ſelling out in Pints, Mutchkins, &c.. 
was retailing. Upon which the Privy Council meets the next Day, where the Town 


of Edinburgh produce their Rights, and were heard by their Advocates; yet the Lords 


did allow. the ſelling of this Cargo in Caſks, great or ſmall, to be Wholeſale, but 


Prejudice to the Town of Edinburgb's Rig hts; and this ſhould not be a Precedent 


for the like Caſes in Time coming, but for the preſent Caſe only. This was an 
excellent Piece of Service done to the Town by a Burgher, and one that had 
been ſome time before aiming at the Provoſtſhip: So that Sir Archibald thought 
there was no Hazard in putting him in the Leet, conſidering how he had recom- 
mended himſelf to the Neighbourhood by this Piece of Service; but was ſure 
to put in two with him of the foreſaid Managers of the Tack, to wit, Dean of 
Guild Haliburton, and Bailie Menzies, When the Deacons of Crafts, and other 
Wellwiſhers to the Town ſee the Leet, they did not well know at firſt which 
Hand to turn them to; for if any of the Managers of the Tack ſhould be choſen, 
they foreſaw/ the Hazard the Town was like to run; and if they ſhould chuſe 
a Man recommended by a great Man *, they thought that no better than the 
King's Nomination by his Letter in the late Government: And what the Con- 
ſequences of that were, was but freſh in their Memory, knowing very well, thet 
one ſo recommended muſt be obſequious to his Creator's Nod; and if once it came 
in that Channel, it ſhould not be eafy to bring it right again. 
In the midſt of theſe Difficulties, ſome of the good Neighbours meet with bim to 
know his Mind in caſe he ſhould be elected Provoſt, as to the Buſineſs of the 
Tack, and ſome other Things which were aſked him; to whom he declared with 


55 pplifred Hands, that he ſhould never ee to the Town $ quitting their 


* Our Deacons are not now ſo — ey are led 3 their Oxerſeers: A Man who r rec- 
kons himſelf great, ſteers them; ſo that we may ſay all are governed by this nominal great Man; 
| (for we will allow the Name only. to.the preſeat Skipper), who ſeeks out for as many needy Crea- 
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Intereſt in the Tack, nor ſhould do nothing of any great Conſequence without 
the Advice of the'wellwiſhing Neighbours ; and that he ſhould do. what in him 
lay to bring ſome of thoſe honeſt Men to ſucceed him, who were turned out of 
the Council in the 1693 and 1694. This he ſolemnly promiſed; I ſhall not ſay 
ſwore, but J am ſure with an uplifted Hand before famous Witneſſes; upon which 
they ſoon came to a Reſolution to chuſe him #. rx 
Now heis fixed in the Chair, and the firſt Uſe he makes of his Promotion, is 
to join with a Part of the old Gentlemen of Sir Archibald's Faction, to get in- 
to the Commiſſariot ; ſo that this Piece of Policy is not like to go down, that the 
Provoſt of Edinburgh mutt be in ſome public Tack or other. 
Sir Archibald now underſtands very well how to bait his Hook to catch ſuch 
a great Fiſh as this; and therefore underſtanding that Mr Macleod and Mr Da- 
vid Dalrymple would be content to fell their Office of Clerkſhip to the Town, 


he offers Provoſt Home his Service to pet his Son admitted conjun& Clerk with 


the Lord Advocate's Nephew Mr Stewart, providing he would purchaſe the 


JJ. ß RIOTS" 3 i e nC.arl 0. 
This is a conſiderable Piece of Service, and deſerves a very grateful Reſent- 
ment: The Provoſt therefore thinks he can do no leſs, than, at Sir Archibald's 
Deſire, to quit the Town's Intereſt in the Tack, although their Credit be enga- 

ged to the Lords of the Treaſury for the Tack - duty, and take Sir Archibald 

and others Bond for their Rekef. And, after Things are rightly prepared, an e*—ũ2 
traordinary Council is called for that Effect ; but the Buſineſs having come abroad 


amongſt the Neighbours, the Counſellors are accoſted upon all Hands, and the Trick 1 5 
plainly opened up to them. Sir Archibald finding this, oſſers two or three hundred 


Guineas to the Poor for the Town's Good-will of it; but 500 were offered by 
another honeſt Neighbour not upon the Council. And it wasoffered by a Gentle. 
man, That if the Town would put their Intereſt in the Tack to a Roup, he would 


have given 1990/7. Sterling before he wanted it, and pay it over the Board. The 


Council refuſes to do it, which did not a little caſt down the Provoſt and Sir Archi- 


Bali; but they would not give ſuch a Blow without giving his Lordſhip, at the ſam 
Time, a Cordial to ſupport his drooping Spirits: So that they make an Act, That 


if any of their new-choſen Clerks ſhall chance to die before he has been ſix Years 
in Office, he, his Heirs, or Aſſignees, ſhall have a juſt Title to the Emoluments of 
| © Now to conſider this aright, theſe Gentlemen have no very ill Bargain of the 


Clerkſhip; for, although it coſt them about 30,000 MerksF, yet communibus 
Anni it is reckoned worth 10,000 Merks: Now, fix Years Emoluments ſecured to 


EN Our Author muſt have been very credulous, to think of binding Politicians with Straws. Had 
the honeſt Man been now living, ke would find this the daily Practice, and be himſelf laughed at 


for a Simpleton. 


© + The Clerks Fees muſt not now be ſo high as they were in our Author's Days. Why we think 

ſo, is, that, inthe Year 1960, the firſt Vacancy that was to fall, was, by Act of Council, fold to G. L. 
for 200 /. Sterling, to be paid on his entering upon Office: This is not 4000 Merks. And we 
Bear the Provoſt's good Friend J. A. is to have the ſecond Vacancy on the ſame Terms. 
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wen will be 60,000 Merks; ſo they have of neat Money, to accept of a Place of 
10, ooo Merks per annuum, 3o, oo Merks; yet this was but a {mall Affair not 
The Election at Mit haelmes 1699 draws near: And although there was no Pro- 
volt to be changed this Lear, yet a Council muſt be had, that may be fit Tools 
againſt the next Election, that a good Provoſt might be ſecured to ſucceed himſeli; 
and although the ordinary Politics were uſed at the Election of the Deacons, yet. 
Things there fucceeded not as he intended: And, particularly, Mr Monteith was 
choſen to be Deacon of, the Surgeons, and: Deacon- convener of the Trades, whio 
though one of: Sir Arebibald Mure's Minions, being the only Man that was mioſt 
active in bringing him on the Proyoſtſhip for the ſecond Fime, at Micbaelmas 
1696 yet, having ſome Experience of his Carriage on the Council, when he was. 
formerly Deacon- convener, he was afraid he ſhould be uneafy to him, and thwart 
ſome of his Deſigns, not ſo much out of Zeal for the Town's Intereſt, as out of Ill 
nature, and the III. Will he bore his Lordſhip; and really there may be ſome Reaſon 
to believe it: For if MriMoxterth's Zeal for the Towin's Intereſt had been what he 
pretended, the Declarator which he raiſed: in Name of the Trades upon Points of 
Privilege, and ſome Miſmanagements, ſhould have comprehended a certain Act of 


Council, which might, in Time, have been a greater Bulwark againſt Faction and 
MMiſmanagement, than alf theſe imaginary Privileges, ſcarcely worth a Farthing, and 


might have ſecured againſt Miſmanagement in Time coming: And that is an Act of 
Council ſtanding in full Force, never yet repealed, nor ſo much as ever propoſed by 
any Man to be reſcinded, although there is not a Member of the Council but 
knows it, That na_ Deacon or Tradeſman * upon the Council, ſhall be employed 
in the Town's Work. This Act the Deacon- convener was not ignorant of, and 
knew the bad Effects and Conſequences of its not being obſerved; yet would not 
_ raiſe a Declarator upon that: So that moſt reaſonably it may be concluded, that 

the Declarator raifed by him; was not ſo much out of Zeal for the Town's Intereſt, 
as to gratify his on Humour. But whatever were his Motives, the Provoſt ſoon 
found a Way to get him turned out of the Council, by raiſing a Proceſs againſt 
him before the Privy Council, for proteſting againſt the Bailie of the Canongate's. 
being received, after he was, as he thought, illegally elected; ſo the Privy Council 
turns him out, and deſervedly, for his Indiſcretio n. © 
- The Neighbours then begin to change their Opinion of their Provoſt, and think, 
that if he deſigned Sir Arebibald Mure to ſueceed him, he had not endeavoured to 
turn out Mr Monteith, who was always upon Sir 4rchibald's Side, but that Bailie 
Jobnſton is the Man deſigned; an honeſt Gentleman of entire Credit and Reputa- 
tion, extremely well fitted for the Poſt, and who wants not great Men and goed 
Friends to ſupport him in any Difficulty that may occur during the Time of his 
Adminiſtration, and will be fit for any public Poſt, Employment, or Tack, that 
the e l can advance him to; and who will not let that Piece of Edinburgh 


n 


| 5 Policy 


1 * 
Policy fall, that their Provoſt ſhould ſill be conterited in pic Tacks®. And be- 


ſſdes, if what is the ordinary Diſcourſe of the City concerning him may be credited, 


he has anather very good Qualification, wherein our Provoſts haye been very de- 
tective of late, that he is very kind to the female Sex; nay, that we had not * a 
well-qualified Provoſt) that Way, ſince King Solomon's Days r. 
But as George - Home's Management of the Town's Affairs hits been always at · 
tended with a great deal of Foreſight, Prudence, Honeſty, and Diſcretion; ſo he 
appeared no leſs vigorous, ready, and reſolute in the Town's Preſervation, when 
_ threatened: with a dreadful and univerſal Conflagration, and that every body 
thought it ſhould have been in a few; Hours reduced to Aſhes, which God in his 
inſinite Mercy prevented. And, as a Teſtimony of his Readineſs of Wit and good 
Intention to preſerve the City, he preſently ſets all the Town's Officers and Servants 
to Work; but ſeeing the Fire broke out pretty near his own Lodging, this came 
very readily in his Mind, Tum tue res agilur paries cum proximus ardet, and 


thought it moſt reaſonable to to begin at home: And fo all Hands are ſet at work to 


carry out his Lordſhip's Furniture, and that of the other Magiſtrates who lived 
thereabouts; ſo that come of the Town what will, they were ſure not to loſe a 
Groat's-worth, (unleſs they were Heritors or Landlords), all being ſecured in the 
Council- houſe, under a Guard, which ſome People ſaid might have been as well 
employed elſewhere. Bur now the Fire was fo far advanced towards the Pa lia- 
ment-claſe, that there was no ſtopping of it. 
I know his Lordſhip's Wellwiſhers will ſay, That the Tobie and others that wy 


uſe to work upon ſuch Occafions, would not pear by reaſon of the late Diſoblige- | 


ment they had met with in turning out their n-ccavener . I cannot ſay but 
that might cool the Courage of ſome ſilly Men amongſt them; — that this was the 
Reaſon, I cannot think: For the moſt Part of the conſiderable Malters in Town did 
g0 and work to the manifeſt Hazard of their Lives, and carried all their Ser- 
_ vants along with them; but when they came to call for Water, behold the 
Town's Vi were empty for ſeveral Hours, and not one Drop of Water to 
be had. Beſides, I heard one of the ordinary. Workmen about the Town 
ay, that * was a Madman that would go and hazard his Lite there, when, at 
the laſt Occaſion of that Nature, although they had wrought well, and maſtered 
the Fire before it did any conſiderable Damage, yet they were paid at the Rate of 
fourteen Pence per Piece; and the greateſt Gratification that was given, was Half 
a „ren; - Ang who | would | be och: A Hes to VII his on 1 che Anna 
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* The : Caſe is now S JED there being no © able Tacks of that lad. But hon TS 2 | Provoſt 
| (can be got, that needs a Place or Penſion, or is already in Poſſeſſion of ſomething in that Way; he 
muſt, by all means, have the Preference. This we have ſeen ſince the Year 1747. to this. Date | 
| #760 ; only a fingle Provoſt that has not been in this Claſs. 
a We. chose io paſs over any Remarks on this Paſſage ; although, bible theſe thirty Vere, ſcents 
of their Lordſhips have been pointed out in this Way; but, we dare fay, without the leaſt Founda- 
tion. 
+ There ſeems to be ſome private Hiſtory both with STE to the Deaconrconvener, and the 


| Provoſt caking care of his own Fogerty Primo loco but as we are — with it, mult paſs 
at Over. 
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for ſuch a Reward, when they were that Night petting Guineas for carrying of 


Burdens, at Places of the Town where the Flames had not yet com 
But that he might yet ſignaliſe himſelf by fome good Action for the good 
Town before he yield the Chair to a Succeſſor, he thinks there will be nothing 


more grateful to the Citizens, than to free them from watching and 8 5 


and therefore will have a mercenary Guard levied, which his Predeceſſor Sir 


 chibald, and the then Council, upon many oood and weighty Conſiderations, 
thought fit to diſband, and ordained the Neighbours to guard the Town them 


ſelves, or ſend out when it fell to their Tour a good and ſufficient Man; but he 
found there would be ſome Difficulty in it, yet it muſt be done, becauſe he had 
a Friend to advance to a Lieutenant's Poſt #ﬀ. 
The firſt Thing to be done is, to make the Watching uncafy to the Neighbours}; 


and therefore, firſt, the Town-captains are made believe, that it is diſhonourable 
for them to have any other upon the Guard with them but Maſters of Families; 


and therefore will not accept of Servants or hired Men upon the Guard; and if 
any Burgher commit ſuch a Miſtake as not to come out himſelf, then his 


Houſe is poinded till he pay his Fine: So that the Magiſtrates and Council are 
mae uneaſy with Complaints and Petitions, and the Hue and Cry is raiſed for 
a Guard of ſtanding Soldiers. But, notwithſtanding of all this, the Deacons of the 
Incorporations did not think fit to adventure upon ſuch a Buſineſs, without ta- 
king the Advice of the ſeveral Incorporations, andt herefore called their Houſes, 
and laid the Buſineſs plainly before them, (which, it is to be wiſhed, were prac- 


tiſed more frequently, and then it might go better with the Town's Aﬀairs) ; but 


the Incorporations deciare unanimouſly againſt a Guard ; which. determined the 
Deacons. And when my Lord Provoſt propoſed the Affair in Council, he finds 
that it would not do, and therefore lays it aſide for that Time. But what he 

could not get effectuated with the Town - council, he reſolves to have done ano- 


ther Way; and a very fit Opportunity falls in his Way for eſtabliſhing a mer- 
cenary fla 


anding Guard in the Town, which he muſt embrace to effeQtuate his 


Deſign, although with the Surrender of the Town's maſt ancient, if not only ns 


now remaining Privilege. The Matter in ſhort is this. 


The Directors of the African and Indian Company 1 As of ths De- 


| eat of the Spanzards in the Heſt Indies by a Party of their Colony of Cale- 


donia, for which all the Welwiſhers to that Affair were to 2 out Illuminations 
as a Teſtimony of their public Joy. This the Lord Provoſt is advertiſed of, that 


his Lordſhip might fall upon Methods to prevent Abuſes which are ordinarily : 


committed upon ſuch Occaſions, by breaking of Glaſs Windows; his Lordſhip 


Was likewiſe, it ſeems, adviſed by ſome of the Neighbours and Members of the 


3 Within theſe few Years we have had a provoſt of the ſame Mind, who wanted to go off with 


eclat ; therefore he propoſed, as a Remembrance of him, to aſſeſs the Inhabitants pretty ſmartly, by 
Act of Parliament, for their Water, giving aut.boldly that there were no Funds in the Town's Hands ; 
whereas, upon Inquiry, EE appear to have ks nn of en thouſand Pounds Sterling, at this 


Date, September 1760. 


This is followed out alſo on the Water plan. By ing the Pipes to run into Diſrepair, and 2 


giving away many private Pipes, a Scarcity is comnved, and this mult be the lucky Time for the 
waitin $ — _ | 
Council, 


* 


FTTH 


, that in this Caſe a Rabble was to be "ore? and therefore timely Mo- 
ſhould be taken to prevent it. He was indeed pleaſed to tell the .Town's 
© ptain upon the Guard, that he had heard there was a Rabble defipned; and 
that therefore they ſhould take Notice of their Guard: But ſure his Lordſhip knew 
Very well, that a Company or two of Men could not be able to ſuppreſs it ; why 

might not he had the ixteen Companies of Train · bands upon A an Occaſion 5 
who were in a Capacity to have made a Line from one End of the Town to the 

other, and always upon the firſt Appearance of a Croud could have ſuppreſſed 
them; and to be ſure no Apprentice nor Servant durſt venture to appear, where 
be knew his Maſter wWas in Arms: But it feems he had no Mind to prevent it, 
but ſuffers Perſons of Honour and Quality to be inhumanely and barbaroufly in- 


ſiulted by a baſe Rabble, the King's Priſon broke open, and Priſoners of all Sorts for 


dhe baſeſt of Crimes condemned juſtly to die, to be ſet at Liberty; while his Lordſhip 


with the reſt of the e ſit all the Night i in a Tavern n enen : 
w lay. no worſe of it. 
The Lords of his Ma ajeſty's Privy | Cound taking this Affair into „ their ſerious 
Condileration, find ticks cannot be W of their Lives in Edinburgh if this be 
ſuſſered; they therefore acquaint the Provoſt, that the King's Forces muſt be 
1 brought into the Town. to keep Guards, one at the Netherbow Port, which 
muſt be from thenceforward kept open; another in the Town- council-houſe, 
to guard the Parliament-houſe; and a third at the Weigh-houſe, to keep a Com- 
munication with the Caſtle. But his Lordſhip thought not fit to acquaint the 
' Town-council with this till the Forces were within the Town, and had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Netherbow Port, that Methods might have been fallen upon 
do ſatisfy the Privy Council, that the Town ſhould both ſufficiently guard them— 
ſelves, and ſecure their Lordſbips, and preſerve their own. Privileges. But the 
King's Forces being once got in, they muſt” not go out again till the Town levy 
2 Guard. Which accordingly is done, though the Town be not as yet. freed of : 
Forces; but his Lordſhip has got his Deſign viic et modis by it. 
By what is faid it may appear to the World, how well he has hope the fel | 
two Parts of his folemn Promiſe to thoſe. that were the chief Inſtruments of 
his Promotion. There remains only a third Part of his Promiſe, which is the 
laſt Act oft his Government, the 3 of his Sueceſſor; which, I doubt not, 
he will perfom as. well as he did the che firſt oy and ew: he. comes of im 
| Coach. lire; 
But before he 90 2 the rage, let us eee kis Reign wits thoſe of his Pre- 
deceſſors. Sir Jobn Arnot is the firſt we find who endeavoured to ſubvert this. 
Conſtitution of the Town, That. no Man ſhould be on the Council above two. 
Hare together, except by virtue of his Office he continue upon it; which is, when 
a Man has beentwo Years Provoſt, by virtue of his Office, he continnes on. the- 
Council a third Year as old Provoſt, and then he muſt go off of Courſe: But Sir 
John violated that Part of the Set, being firſt four Years ſucceſſively Provoſt, 
and afterwards ſeven Years.. Now, that George Home has been guilty: of the ſame, . 
we need but out of ſeyerals give you this one Example, that Sir Archibald Mure 
. been two Years Provoſt, was one Year old Proyoft by virtue o of his 1 1 
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und; conform to the Set, ought to have been then out of che Council; but the 
Provoſt makes Intereſt with the Members, and elects him a fourth Year u 
che Council; and, as ſome People are pleaſed to ſay, with Deſign to continue him 
yet longer by making him his Succeſſor. Now, at this Rate, although the Set 

195 plainly, that none ſhall be on the Council above two Years togethe, except 
they be Office-men or by virtue of their Offices, which I am ſure Sir Archibald 
was not this laſt Year ; yet a Man may be perpetuated upon the Council by this 
Method till the Day of his Death : But the beſt of Men change their Opinion ; 
for it is not many "Years ſince his Homes entered his Proteſtation againſt fuch 


= on Election. | 


David Ailton bead, afcerwurds i in the Year 1634, to turn out another Man and 
get himſelf into the Chair for the ſecond Time, betrays the Town's Liberty and 
Freedom of Election, by procuring a Letter from the King, ordaining himſelf to be 
choſen; but what Difference is there betwixt the King's Command and a = 
Man's Influence in ſuch an Affair, when he ſhall pleaſe to make it his Buſineſs? 5 
I think I need ſay but little to make it appear, that they are both alike perni- 
cious to the Town's Intereſt, and every body knows by what means Gere 
Home came to his Provoſtſnip. Theſe Methods do as much innige the Town's 
Freedom of Election as the King's Nomination. 
Sir Andrew Ramſay, although he did violate and infringe the Set to keop him- Pe 
| ſelf in Place, yet was a Man that underſtood himſelf to be the King's Lieutenant 
within the Burgh, and did always maintain its ancient Privileges againſt ſtanding 
Forces. One Example J ſhall only offer of his Zeal that Way: An Officer of the 


"© :: King's Forces being to march his Company from the Canongete to the Weſtport, 


not knowing the Town's Privilege, marched his Company by the neareſt Way 
through the Town; but Sir Andre being accidentally upon the Street, com- 
manded the Officer to march down the firſt Wynd to the Cowwgate, and there with 
their clubbed Muſkets, without Beat of Drum, to march to the . en Ane 
g deer the Officer found it his Intereſt to do. 
I confeſs, in Time of War, this Privilege is not ſo much rains; there being 
a Neceſſity to look over it at ſuch Times as the King ſhall have Occalion, the oy 


C.aſtle being the great Magazine of the Nation. 


I ſhall make no Compariſon betwixt the preſent Manazement and Sir Andrew 83 
ev wy body that can ſee but an Inch before his Noſe, 1 think, will be PURE: to 

al Corn Its. 
As for the Management of the Town's Aſairs, i in [the late Gepe when 
the Provoſts were nominated by the King's Letters, and that in five or ſix Years 
Time there was contracted of Debt 360,000 J.; if we ſhall compare theſe four laſt 
Years, wherein Sir Archibald Mure and George Home have had the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Town's Common-good, I am afraid, although this cannot be diſcovered 
till theſe Accounts be audited, that it ſhall be found their Management has been 
little better. For, at Martinmas 1686, the Debt was upwards of 800,000 /. as 
I faid before; and now they have four Years of the two Pennies upon the Pint of 
Ale, which, at 48,000 J. per annum, amounts to 1 92,000 J. Now, if the Town's 
Debts be reduced to 608,000 J. the Management is good. But if otherwiſe, there 


By a Pamphlet, juſt publiſhed, we ſee the Ale-duty has from Tuly K. 1723 to July 1. 1759, 
produced 192, 500 J. Sterling; that is, at an average, 5338 J. Sterling yearly, That no more of 
the 192,500 J. has been expended on public Works than 34,952 /.—Conſequently there, has been 


ceeaten up by Intereſt on Monies daran ed, annual Pens, Salaries, Charges of Management, and 
5 N 157,548 7. Sort. 1 


mult, be ſa much Money ſpent or funk. unwarrantably; the Town being obliged by 
the Act of Parliament granting the two Pennies: upon the Pint, to contract no more 
Debt, but to retire Bonds to the Value of what it is ſet for yearly; and that this 
might be done the more effectually, there is a Nomination of ſome of the Lords of 
Seſlion and ſome other Gentlemen in the Act of Parliament, who are-impowered 
to call the Town to an Account and ſee the State of their Debt, and that che Pro- 
duce of the two Pennies upon the Pint be rightly applied. Ie! 
Blut although we cannot come to an exact Knowledge of this Affair before theſe 
Treaſurers Accounts be audited, yet»there are very ſhrewd Preſumptions, that it is 
not altogether applied in the Terms of the Act of Parliament. For, at the granting 
of this Act, Sir F0bn Hall did offer to the Town-council, that if they wou'd aflign 
him to the two Pennies upon the Pint of Ale for fifteen: Years, for which it was firſt 
granted, and to the reſt of their Common -· good, he ſhould find the Town Security, 
beyond Exception, to pay all the Miniſters Stipends; maintain all their Fabrics and 
public Works; pay all their Salarics and Penſions, not exceeding the Sum they then 
extended to; and give to the Town - council 10,00 J. per annum to defray the com- 
mon Incidents of the Town; and, at the End of fifteen Nears, Gault deliver chem 
the Common good free of eee | 
But this Propoſal did not reliſh, although he offered Land- eu beyond Ex: 


8 ception, for the Performance of it: And now, though there be ſeven Years of the 


fifteen paſt, I doubt whether the Town be in leſs Debt than when the Act of Parlia- 
ment was obtained. To prove which, I ſhall give the following Inſtance. oo 
The Society, which was a conſiderable; Branch of the Common-good, was ſold. 


; for a conſiderable Sum, which was thought might have relieved the Town of ſo 


much Debt; but it is known to the Auditors of Treaſurer Maclellan's Accounts, 7 
that the moſt Part of it was employed in Payment of Annualrents, which is equi- 
valent to the contracting of ſo much Debt: And if they cannot pay principal Sums 
by ſelling ſuch conſiderable Parts of the Revenue, it is' to be etz that the two. 
Pennies upon the Pint will be the ſame Way applied, . 
May it not then be thought worthy the Conſi deration of his Majeſty 8 High 
15 Cam and the Right Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, how far the Ma- 
giſtrates of be have applied the ſeveral Gifts obtaincd from the King and 
Parliament, to the Ends for which they were granted; and that theſe Gifts might | 
be called for, and the ſeveral Magiſtrates that have had the Nen, thereof, 


5 made accountable therefor. 


There is another Thing' that renders it very ſuſpeed, that the Town” s Circum- 
ances are. not on the mending Hand: For although this be the laſt Year of this 


Treaſurer's Office, yet when he, for ſeveral Council-days ſucceſſively, was deſired to 


give in an Account of what principal Sums the Town was owing, with what An- 

nualrents were yet reſting upon the ſeveral principal Sums; after many Delays, he, 
at length, politively declared, that he did not know the Town” s Debt. 

_ This is a well- qualified Treaſurer, who, the Year before he was elected Treaſurer, 
being leeted to be a Bailie, did make all the Intereſt he poſſibly could, both by bim - 
ſelf and Friends, not te be clected Bailie, declaring unto them, that he did not think 
himſelf qualified for ſuch a Poſt; but he improves well in one Year, to be at the 
next Michaelmas ſufficiently qualified to be Treaſurer. 

And lately, when. he brought in ſome Months incident Charges, with a Com- 
mittee's Report upon them, to be approved by the Council, after reading of the 
Committee's Report, it was objected by ſome of the Deacons, that they could not 
un approve of ſuch HR 1 che 3 2 bare * without Know- 
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ing:ſo much as one Tittle or Article of the Accounts; but defired they might Tie 


upon the Table till the next Council-day, that they might have Acceſs to peruſe 


them, and that then they would be ripe to give the Vote of their Conſcience *. 


But this was refuſed; whereupon they offered to proteſt: But the Provoſt had no 


mind to have ſuch a Proteſtation recorded, and therefore delays the approving. of 


them for that Day, and, appoints an Hour in the Ccuncil-chamber, where the Trea- 
ſurer was to attend them with his Accounts, and make them-patent. And accor- 


dingly ſome of the Deacons, and other Counſellors did attend, and began to go 
through the Accounts, and were making ſome Obſerves upon a Paper apart, as 


they went through the Articles: But my Lord Provoſt coming in, and ſeeing = 


one of the Merchant · counſellors there, faid, That he did not take him to be a Dea- 


eon, and did not underſtand how he ſhould, come there to make Obſerves upon the 


Treaſurer's Accounts; that if he had attended the Committee, he might there have 


had all Satisfaction; but that this Appointment was for the Satisfaction of the Dea» 


cons, and not of him. To which he very diſcreetly replied, That he was not in Town 
when the Committee fat upon theſe Accounts, and that he thought, as a Counſel- 
lor, he ought to ſatisfy himſelf as well as the Deacons, being to have a Vote in ap- 


proving them as well as they. Upon which the Provoſt commanded both him 


and the Deacons to giye him up the Obſerves they had made, ſaying, That he knew 


no other Deſign they had, but to propal the Treaſurer's Accounts, and make tliem 


the common Talk of the Street. 


If I ſhould recount all the little Intrigues of managing the Affairs of Edinburgh, 
this would ſwell into a great Volume. I have only here mentioned a few, to un- 
deceive ſome of the well-meaning Citizens, who, 1 know, are impoſed. upon, and 
made believe, that Things are managed in a quite other Manner. And indeed it is 
no Wonder the Neighbours be impoſed upon, when even the Members of the Col- 
lege of Juſtice are blindfolded in a Matter that very nearly concerns them; and 


that is, in impoſing the Watch - money with the King's Cels + : And although the 


Committee appointed by the Faculty of Advocates, to fit with the Stentmaſters,. | 
and fee that they ſhould not be wronged, were not ignorant of the wy in of that 
7 


Affair; yet they did not think it worth while to pry into it: Sed qui ſihi ne quam 


cui bonus? Theſe are fit Men to be truſted with other Mens Buſineſs! ni: 


Now, ſince we ſee plainly into what a low Condition the Common- good and 
Affairs of the Town are brought by Men who deſign more their own private Intereſt 
than the Good of the Town, and who, for that End, endeavoured. by Faction 
to get themſelves, or their Agents perpetuated in the Management thereof; it is 


then an incumbent Duty upon every good Citizen to contribute all that lies in: 
his Power to get ſuch Men upon the Magiſtracy and Council, as may manage 


their Affairs without Self. deſigns, Men of public Spirits; I do not mean Men that 


deſire to be concerned in public Tacks, thereby to. enrich themſelves atthe Town's. 


The Deacons are kept in better Order now- a· days: And to cut them and all troubleſome Per- 
ſons ſhort, the Treaſurer's Accounts are audited by ſome Burghers named for that Purpoſe, Who 


meet in a Tavern ; and after a hearty Glaſs, the State of Accounts is produced, which the Provoſt 


aſſures them is right, and then they atteſt them without more ado ; and he would be called a turbu · 
lent Fellow, who would doubt the Provoſt's Veracity in a Matter of this kind. | 


+ Upon a late Inquiry, there appears to be one ſixth Part more Ceſs levied; than is impoſed by 
Law; and this Overplus is in name of Firemen, repairing Pipes and Buckets, Overſeeing, Manage- 


ment, Gc. Beſides, the Act for the two Pennies on the Pint of Ale burthens that Duty with 500 J. 
per annum, to make good any Deficiency in the Ceſs, by ſuch Perſons: as are unable to pay. But 
not a Fraction of it is applied for that Purpoſe ; thoſe poor Perſons are indeed excuſed, (as they 
evght), and the whole Ceſs, with a ſixth. Part more, is levied from ſuch as are able to pay. 
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of the Town's publie Revenue, now in a ſinking Condition; Men fearing God, 


eſchewing Evil, Encouragers of Virtue, and Hep of Vice; not Time-ſervers, 
nor Reſpecters of Perſons, but Lovers of their Country, and known Wellwihers 
to che common Intereſt "of this City. Theſe are ſuch as thoſe Wwhe have a 
Vote in the Election of Magiſtrates ought to have in View, as they would not 
ding a Curſe upon themſelves and their Poſterity ; and particularly the Deacons of 
the Incorporations, they ought to conſider, that it is nor ſo much their own Vote 
they give, as the Vote of the Body they r epreſent ; and every particular Member 
of an Incorporation ought to make it his Buſineſs to be repreſented by ſuch a 
Dea as will, without Feud or Favour, concur with his Brethren in the elect- 
| ing ſach Magiſtrates as are here deſcribed : And if a Deacon ſhould be obſerved = 
to be guilty of the Breach of ſo great a Truſt committed to him, it is the I 
. of tis Incorporation, at leaſt, wo provide-a better Man when 'rhey us = 15 
| Lon to elect again. 
There is one Thivg Korth the Conſideration of A Incorporations, which 1 5 
chink might not only be of Uſe to them, but to the whole City ; and, as I hint- 
ed before, might very much prevent the Continuation of one Set of Men - 5 
_ the Magiſtracy k. And that is, that - ſince there is a ſtanding Act of Council, „ 
Tat no Deacon or Tradeſman upon the Council ſhould be employed in the ot 
Town's Work; they fall upon ſuch Methods as may oblige” their Deacons not 
to accept of the Town's Employment fo 228 hy as FRY are in Office, the Flies 
Ne of which are but too well known. : 
I T ſhalt conclude with this, that, as 1 have no other Def on in this Paper, but 2 
4 the Good and Welfare of the Town, ſo L hope no Citizen will take in ill 


Part. If any body be offended, and think that ſome Things are here divulged that 


might have been concealed; 1 anſwer, that it is the concealing of ſuch Faults 

as are here pointed at, that has been the Ruin of this City, and, I hope, that 
may ſatisfy them. IL. know others will be highly offended, becauſe their Cha- 
raters areputin Print. To ſuch I anſwer, that if ſuch Sort of gentle Correc- 
tion can bring them to their Duty to the good Town, I have gained my Deſign; 
if otherwiſe, and that they {till perfi ſt ! in ay old Road, I may poſſibly com- 


pliment them the next Tor with a new „ Intitled, 7 he Lives of 4 the Py or- 


5 . of Edinburgh. 


= We would propoſe to. he . wk Inhabitants, to 3 to the; King and . or Ss 5 
Parliament, for a new Set of the Town, There are now many of the wealthieſt Burghers excluded 


from any Share of the Management, whereas every one of the fourteen Incorporations ſend a Re- 


preſentative to fit in Council. And although we will always pay due Regard to the Trades, yet 
why ſhould not the Merchant company have a Right to ſend ſome of their Number, choſen by them- 

_ ſelves, to fit in Council; and why ſhould not the other Burghers, who are neither Tradeſmen, nor 
.of the Merchant-company, petition to have themſelves formed into a Company? If ſuch a Company - 

be ever incorporated, they ſhould have a Right of chuſing ſome of their Number to fit in Council, 
Every body knows, that the Merchant · company, and the new- projected Company, which we ſhall 
call the TRADING- +COMPANY, have each of them more Subſtance than all the fourteen -Incor- 


Porations put together. Now, why ſhould: theſe Burghers be excluded from- the Management, 


when they ate 10 deeply intereſted in the Welfare of the Town? — Upon the whole, we think it 


highly intereſting; to the Community, that ſome well · projected Plan was formed, and proper Ap- 
plication made to alter our preſent Set, pointing out the Conveniencies of the new, and the Faults of 


the old Conſtitution, And that ſome Gentlemen well verſed in theſe Matters would eee is | 
about ſo good a Work, is the earneſt! Wiſh of _— e en Sopraats. 
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the Incorporations, they ought to conſider, that it is not ſo much their own Vote 


they give, as the Vote "if the Body they repreſent ; and every particular Member 
of an Incorporation ought to make it his Buſineſs to be repreſented by fuch'a 
Deacon, as will, without Feud or Favour, concur with his Brethren in the elect- 


ing ſuch Magiſtrates as are here deſeribed: And if a Deacon ſhould be obſerved 


to be guilty of the Breach of ſo great a Truſt committed to him, it is the 
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if otherwiſe, and that they ſtill perſiſt in the old Road, I may poſlibly com- 
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: Parliament, for a new Set of the Town, There are now many of the wealthieſt Burghers excluded 


from any Share of the Management, whereas eyery one of the fourteen Incorporations ſend a Re- 


preſentative to ſit in Council. And although we will always pay due Regard to the Trades, yet 
why ſhould not the Merchant · company have a Right to ſend ſome of their Number, choſen by them- 
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15 of the Merchant company, petition to have themſelves formed into a Company? If ſuch a Company 
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